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YourYour
Homeowners NewsHomeowners News

MESSAGE  FROM THE  PRES IDENT

By Alvan Romero, President

Fellow Residents, I hope this 
message finds everyone doing 
well, including all your family 
members and friends, here in 
the Meadows and elsewhere. 
If everyone is doing well—that 
means a lot in today’s difficult 
times.

The past year and a half 
has been one of the toughest times that the world 
has endured. We can all agree on that! We can also 
surmise that it has really been tough for people here in 
Albuquerque as well. Covid-19 has spared no location! 
By now, most of us know someone that has had 
Covid-19, as well as families who have been greatly 
impacted by Covid-19. Each of us should feel blessed in 
our beautiful community, the Meadows on Rio Grande, 
especially, if we have been fortunate enough to not have 
contracted this terrible virus. We continue onward! 

In this newsletter’s President’s Message, I will speak to 
each of you about a couple of areas that I believe need 
our attention, (a) board membership; and (b) the need 
for residents to follow our bylaws and covenants. 

The MRGHOA Board

First of all, just to bring you up to date regarding the 
Meadow’s on Rio Grande Homeowners Association 
(MRGHOA) Board, we recently added a new member. 
This occurred at our July 21, 2021 board meeting, 
three months after we had our annual board elections, 
at our April 18, 2021 board meeting, which is the 
meeting when we routinely elect replacements for 
outgoing MRGHOA Officers. At the July 21, board 
meeting, Aaron Barress, one of our residents, 
volunteered to serve as our treasurer. To learn 
more about Aaron, please read the separate short 
biography in this newsletter. 

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 2

Protective Covenants
Highlights
As Alvan Romero mentioned in his President’s 
Column, our HOA has a set of clear and enforceable 
Covenants established in 1993 by the developer 
when this subdivision was organized. The Covenants 
are binding until December 31, 2023 and will 
automatically extend for ten-year periods after that. 
Amendments to the Covenants require a three-fourths 
vote of all homeowners. Please comply by submitting 
plans for any home projects before you begin. Here 
are a few highlights from the Covenants.

Dwelling Size, Materials, Construction: 

No building, fence, wall, or other structure or 
improvement shall be erected, placed, or altered 
without approval of the Architecture Review 
Committee. This includes landscaping which may 
alter the topography and drainage of the subdivision.

Any stucco color must be on the approved list 
available at https://www.meadowsonriogrande.org/
Documents/Exterior%20Trim%20Paint%20Colors.pdf. 
The exterior color of each dwelling hall be harmonious 
and subject to the approval of the Architectural 
Review Committee. 

All air conditioning and solar units should be shielded 
from view from any neighboring lot or street.
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The work on constructing any building or other work 
requiring approval shall be completed within six months.

Drainage:

No alteration of the drainage of any lot or any portion 
of the Subdivision as originally implemented by the 
developer shall be made. Anyone altering the drainage 
shall be absolutely liable for damages caused to any 
other owner…as a result of such alteration. 

This subdivision is a flat drainage concept which 
means all waters of each lot must be contained 
within the lot boundaries. The streets are crowned 
so that waters from/on the street drain to each lot 
respectively. The building pads are elevated thereby 
enabling the water to drain away from the foundation 
into the ponding areas surrounding the home. These 
ponding areas cannot be altered, that is, filled to 
create landscaping mounds. See the illustration 
adjacent to this article.

Parking:

The parking, placing or maintaining of boats, trailers, 
horse trailers, campers, motor homes or other such 
vehicles on any lot, or on any street adjacent to a 
lot other than in a garage or other part of the lot 
completely screened from view…is prohibited, except 
for temporary periods not to exceed 48 hours.

Animals:

No swine, horses, cows, or other livestock and no 
pigeons, chickens, ducks, turkeys or other poultry 
shall ever be kept upon said lots.

Walls and Fences:

No wire, pipe, or wooden fences will be permitted…
no solid wall, fence, hedge or other improvements 
shall be erected nearer to the front property line of a 
lot that the walls, attached open porch or balcony of 
the dwelling erected on said lot. No side or rear wall, 
fence or hedge…shall be less than five feet nor more 
than six feet in height.

Continued from page 1
Protective Covenants

An illustration of a drain per the Covenants. The 
center of the drain can be seen in the lower right 
quadrant of the photo, a green cap to a four inch 
pvc drain that goes ten feet deep. The pvc pipe has 
many holes drilled into it, and surrounding the pipe 
are good sized rocks that also go ten feet deep. The 
diameter of the hole with rocks, with the pvc pipe 
in the middle, is about 3 feet. The drains work well 
although after a heavy rain, water can pond and 
slowly drain over several hours.

Photo Credit: Richard Ruddy

Y O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  T E A M
Dick Ruddy, Photos
Stann Sandoval, Newsletter Committee
Sarah Bednarz, Newsletter Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout
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Landscape Restoration 

By Dick Ruddy

Entering the Meadows on Rio Grande by car, 
whether on Don Quixote or Don Fernando, you 
might be impressed with the landscaping along 
those streets. The cottonwoods are particularly 
impressive. But walk those same streets, especially 
Don Fernando, and you will surely have a different 
impression. This is especially true for those of us 
who have lived here for a couple of decades. In the 
thirty years or so since the landscaping was planted 
by the developer, perhaps as many as 150 trees 
and bushes have died or been removed for various 
reasons, but few of them have been replaced. 
Furthermore, many of the bushes we currently 
regard as “living” are actually not healthy and in 
need of replacement.

As a way to deal with our declining landscape, 
the board of directors of the Meadows on Rio 
Grande has established a Landscape Restoration 
Committee. While our long established Landscape 
Committee deals with the maintenance of our 
existing landscape, the new Restoration Committee 
will deal only with revitalization. The committee 
members include myself, Stann Sandoval and Alvan 
Romero. In the interest of economy, we see this 
as a long-term project lasting years into the future, 
accomplishing a little at a time each year. After all, 
it took many years for it to reach its present state. 
Remember also that in addition to Don Fernando 
and Don Quixote, we also have responsibility for the 
landscaping along Rio Grande Blvd, outside our east 
wall, and along Los Anayas, the street bordering the 
neighborhood to the south of us. 

This project will likely involve the assistance of a 
professional landscape person who understands the 
vegetation most appropriate for our circumstances, 
who will select plants that are hardy and easily 
maintained. We’ll also be looking for someone with 
an artistic eye who will help us achieve a clean and 
fresh look. 

There will be some expense, and it may mean an 
increase in yearly dues from each household, but by 
tackling this project a little each year, any increase 
in yearly assessment should indeed be modest. An 
increase in dues, if needed, would not be decided 
until the spring of 2022 when we begin a new fiscal 
year. In the meantime we have time to learn and 
define what can be achieved each year and how 
much it will cost. The payoff will be a more desirable 
neighborhood and a positive influence on our 
property values.

I have included a number of photos to show 
examples of improvements needed:

1. The first photo shows the entrance on Don 
Fernando. A tree and perhaps two bushes are 
gone and are way overdue for replacement

2. The second photo shows one of a number of 
places along Don Fernando where as many as 
five bushes have been gone for many years.

3. Number three reveals the sad state of plants 
typical in many of the views of our landscaping.

4. The fourth sample is a close up of a not 
uncommon plant that badly needs replacement.

1 3

2 4
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Continued from page 1
Message from the President

There’s a little story about our treasurer’s position this 
time around. By Aaron stepping up and working closely 
with our prior treasurer, Gerry Barr, as he transitioned 
into the position, Aaron took a whole lot of weight off the 
board. Boy, did he!! In essence, Aaron probably saved 
each of us, all 109 owners, approximately a minimum of 
$50 dollars in annual HOA fees this fiscal year, and each 
fiscal year going forward. We barely dodged that this 
time around.

We all should thank Aaron for volunteering. Aaron is not 
an accountant. Neither was Gerry Barr, the MRGHOA 
Treasurer that he succeeded. Aaron and Gerry not being 
accountants did not stop them from stepping up to serve 
in the “toughest and most time-consuming position on 
the board.” You can attribute the words in direct quotes 
to me. I know what the treasurer’s position is exactly—
and that’s why you can quote me, using the above quote. 

This spring we hand-delivered a flyer to each resident’s 
home, here in the Meadows, informing our residents 
that the board was in great need of a treasurer. In that 
hand-delivered communique to each resident’s home, we 
informed all residents that the board was in the process of 
identifying and deciding whether to hire a commercial firm 
that specializes in managing homeowner associations. 
The commercial firm would “keep our books” and would 
be charged with carrying out the MRGHOA Treasurer’s 
duties. Had Aaron not stepped up, I believe we would 
have had to go that route. Luckily Aaron volunteered to 
serve on the board in the capacity of treasurer. 

Gerry Barr officially completed his 3-year term as 
treasurer when our last fiscal year ended (April 30, 
2021). During our April 18 Zoom board meeting, which 
immediately followed the annual general membership 
Zoom meeting, we held elections for officers. The officer 
positions are President, Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary. Stann Sandoval and I remained in our officer 
positions, Vice-President and President, respectively. 
We were to begin our third year of our three-year terms. 
We were unable to have anyone volunteer or accept 
being nominated to the treasurer’s position, or to the 
secretary’s position as well. In the more than 10 years 
that I’ve served on the board, we have never had an 

officer’s position remain unfilled. This is something new 
to the MRGHOA Board. Somehow, someway, we’ve 
always managed to sit a full board, including every 
officer’s position. So, that was a big surprise! 

I do want to publicly thank Gerry for the great job he 
did as our treasurer. He brought many improvements 
to the position, and always had our “books balanced” 
(to the penny), our income deposited timely into our 
bank account and our debts paid immediately. He was 
a great caretaker of your monies. Keep in mind, as I 
stated above, Gerry was not an accountant by trade. 
He was an engineer. However, Gerry volunteered to 
serve as MRGHOAs Treasurer, when there was a need, 
when Michael Friggens moved away. We (you and I and 
the board) are most grateful to Gerry. Also, I commend 
Gerry because when we were unable to sit a treasurer 
immediately, Gerry informed the board that he was 
willing to stay on as treasurer, as long as it took to recruit 
a treasurer, and also to stay on to train a new volunteer 
treasurer. And he did just that. 

You know, serving on the board has responsibilities 
and it does take “a little bit of your time”. It could be that 
that is precisely why most of you, as a member of the 
association, choose not to participate and contribute to 
your association. What we know is that very few of our 
residents are willing to volunteer to serve on the board. 
Over the 20 years that our association has had a board, 
only 37 residents have served on the board. Yet, there are 
109 lots, 108 that are filled, and people move in and out 
of our development all the time. I know that I have served 
on the board four different times. Others that have served 
with me, Stann Sandoval, Dick Ruddy, Charles White, 
Diana Garcia, Renzo Del Frate and several others that 
have moved away, have served three or more terms on 
the board. The same people serve on the board. I will say, 
like me, many serve, because they enjoy serving, giving 
of themselves and finding solutions to issues that come 
up. They also enjoy the comradery and the interaction with 
their fellow residents and their fellow professionals. They 
enjoy getting to know their neighbors and making friends 
of their fellow board members. But they also serve, on 
occasion, because there are not enough volunteers to fill 
the board’s nine positions.

Without the willingness of you to serve on the board, 
we may soon have to hire a commercial firm which 
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specializes in managing homeowner’s associations or 
a qualified accountant who can perform the treasurer’s 
duties Obviously, if this happens, a dramatic increase 
in annual HOA fees will follow. I invite you to consider 
volunteering to serve on the board and also to serve on 
the Landscaping Committee, the Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC), the Newsletter Committee or on 
several other committees that we have. By serving you 
will feel good about giving of yourself. You also will meet 
a group of very interesting and friendly people, from 
various walks of life, some who are very accomplished, 
but are most down to Earth.

By-Laws and Covenants

The second item that I want to shed some light on and 
share my thoughts with you about, is the need for residents 
to follow the MRGHOA Bylaws and the Covenants.

With Covid-19 keeping most of us in our homes, and 
keeping us from traveling, especially many of us at the 
Meadows who travel far and wide, two to three times 
a year, domestically (San Francisco, Dallas, NYC, 
Chicago, Miami, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Washington, 
D.C., etc.) and internationally, Europe, Mexico (Cancun, 
Cabo, Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlán, Acapulco, etc.), Costa 
Rica, Hawaii, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, France, Israel, 
and the list goes on—you name it—many of you travel to 
all those places. 

Of course, your resources take you there! But, if you’re 
not traveling, many of you are re-directing some of those 
resources to the upkeep of your homes, interior and exterior. 
Monies that you are saving from less travel, vacations 
that you had to cancel or postpone, are now available 
to do other things. And, additionally, you are home 24-7, 
which allows you to be home overseeing that all work you 
contracted for, is done exactly the way you want it, and at 
the quality level you desire and are paying for. 

We have seen a significant increase in building outside 
of homes in our HOA. That is a good thing—for you, 
the homeowner, and for all of us, who live here. 
Improvements to your homes, increases the value of 
your home, but also increases the valuation of other 
homes on your street and in our development. 

When you are going to build outside your home, the very 
first thing that you should remember is, by living at the 
Meadows, you are subject to the MRGHOA Covenants 

and Bylaws that govern building, or adding to your homes. 

You should visit our website https://
meadowsonriogrande.org for information on our 
association, or email the chairperson of the Architectural 
Review Committee (ARC) at arc@meadowsonriogrande.
org to begin a conversation, letting the chairperson and 
members of the committee know what it is you plan on 
doing, and asking them for direction. Don’t guess. Get it 
right the first time. The board is here for you.

Board members may point you to the Request for Design 
Approval Form (RDA Form). If in doubt, please reach out. 
Don’t be of the mindset of, “I’d rather do first, then ask for 
forgiveness later.” That will not work. The Covenants and 
Bylaws are enforceable. We also have city ordinances that 
we are all subject to, which are also enforceable. 

Between these ordinances, regulations, covenants 
and bylaws, we are asked to not park on the street for 
more than 48 hours straight. We know that Recreational 
Vehicles (RVs) cannot be parked outside your home, on 
the side of your house for weeks on end. We are told by 
you or your neighbors, and we see RVs parked without 
moving for weeks at a time, and even months. Some of 
your neighbors are not happy. They call us, sometime 
anonymously, to inform us of your blatant disregard for the 
covenants. Just to be clear, you are allowed to have an 
RV on your property while you clean it out, after a trip, or 
you are preparing for a trip—a day or two, but not weeks, 
and even months. Yet, almost every day, some residents 
see one particular RV parked at a certain residence 
without moving. We have had to go to homes to discuss 
such occurrences with your neighbors. You may feel that 
you aren’t hurting anyone, but in fact, you are violating the 
covenants, or bylaws or city ordinances. We are a country 
of law and order. You know that. Many of your neighbors 
are not happy you are doing some of these things. I 
certainly did not join the board to act as “an enforcer.” I 
serve in a volunteer position, and I shouldn’t be confronted 
by any of our residents, because they have chosen to not 
live within the rules. I hope you understand the purpose of 
the bylaws and covenants. The covenants are to protect, 
preserve, and enhance property values in our community 
and the bylaws govern how the HOA operates. Let’s keep 
our community looking beautiful and let’s keep the values 
of our homes and our neighborhood going up, up, up. 
Take Care. And Thank You. 
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HOMEOWNERS  ASSOCIAT ION  BOARD

Alvan Romero, President 
Stann Sandoval, Vice President
Aaron Barress, Treasurer
Gene Vance, Chair, Architectural Review Committee
Renzo del Frate, Chair, Landscape Committee
Elizabeth DeWitt, Landscape Committee Member
Gerry Barr, Chair, Best Business Practices 
Sarah Bednarz, Chair, Newsletter Committee
Diana Garcia, Member

Requesting Proposals for Landscape Companies 

Meet Our New Treasurer! 

By Elizabeth DeWitt

The Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association 
(MRGHOA) is entrusted with maintaining the common 
landscape areas within our neighborhood along Rio 
Grande, Don Quixote and Don Fernando to the foot 
bridge by Dulcinea Park respectively. We want to ensure 
we are always good stewards of the HOA funds used to 
maintain our common area landscaping and irrigation 
system which includes regular watering, pruning, 
planting, general clean up and the like. 

The current contractor we’ve used has not met our 
expectations, so we felt it was necessary to issue 
a request for proposals (RFP) and have interested 
contractors demonstrate their capabilities and desire to 
care for our neighborhood landscape. The contract will 
be for a period of one (1) year and will commence on the 
date specified in the contract, will be renewed annually, 
and will incorporate any changes deemed necessary. 

In the RFP the MRGHOA has set specific expectations 
and requirements for the contractor to meet if they wish 
to be considered for this contract. On a quarterly basis 
the identified representatives for both MRGHOA and 
the contractor will meet and walk around the common 
areas for the purpose of reviewing the specific contract 
requirements. Specific items needing to be addressed 
for correction will be identified to maintain a satisfactory 
level of service.

The RFP was issued to interested contractors on August 
23, 2021. Any interested contractors were to submit 
proposals by September 10, 2021 and the MRGHOA 
will review all proposals and award the contract as soon 
as feasible. We thank you for supporting the MRGHOA 
Landscape Committee and for bringing any landscape, 
grounds, and watering issues to our attention. If you 
have any questions about this RFP process, please feel 
free to contact the Landscape Committee at landscape@
meadowsonriogrande.org.

Aaron Barress has volunteered to serve as the Meadows 
treasurer, replacing Gerry Barr. Aaron and his wife 
Noelle moved into our neighborhood in January 2020 
but they are long-time residents of Albuquerque. Aaron 
and Noelle have three daughters, ranging in age from 
three to 21. He enjoys playing tennis when he can but 
the entire family enjoys being so close to the Bosque, 
riding bikes, and taking hikes. Aaron is an attorney and 
currently works at Sandia National Laboratories. Before 

that, he worked at United Healthcare for 17 years doing 
everything from operations management to corporate 
quality. He also worked at UNM Hospital with Noelle who 
is an Advanced Practice Nurse there. Aaron agreed to 
take on this key HOA position because he has a passion 
for community and enjoys being part of the solution to 
shared challenges. He is looking forward to meeting the 
neighborhood and building relationships. You may reach 
him at treasurer@meadowsonriogrande.org.


